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The Centre de la Petite Enfance (sarty childhood center) was buill on the geeen and prigiina
outskins of Saint Gonis-Pouilly, rgh! noxt 1o Genova and tho CERN, right af the border
between France and Swilzedand.
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Adriana Varejao Gallery /
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Tha site is fo become a niew ansemble of bousing and public buildings, which thi new
framway propect will connect dirsctly Gendva. It i3 the flirml passhve butideng to be installed
in the Pays do Gex, s enengy consumplion was enginpered b0 remain bedow 30 KWhim2 a

year, 16 Jan 2013

Villa 52 /MARC
architects
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The general shage of tha building was diclated by environmental conskderations, and
elabocated in reaponse lo the local natural and urban landecapes. Standing fght outaide tha
reirw nuighibourhood, wost of the new accoss road, our building maks the trangition batwoon
tha s site and the existing residential area located south.
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Following the mew rogd to the east, the Cendre da la Pelita Enfance i & simple volume,
whach ureles with the Jura Bn ifs owe linear way,
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On thie south gide of the building, the shifts allow tha building to shadow 1o the tiangular
shapo of the piece of fand. The three spaces dedicaled 1o childsen respond (o the
propodions of the pavilions across.
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The building was stretehid along this aast [ wesl axis, in order bo reduce deplh on the nodh
f south axis and increaso sunlight,
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O the othdr hand, the north side of the building isn't openod 1o the outside, with the
Service unils working as a thesmic buffer to insulate the man spaces. The conslnuction is
subject bo indensd sunnse and Sunsol, Trollsed Sensand wond inglalled on it aast and
south sides. The exiended rool also probects the buikding from the most inbense lighis.
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The building was pinned to the geownd in such way to offer the smallest wind resislance,
This conliguration allows a genlle inbegration into the sie and reduces the impofance of
thia building's foundations and infrastruciures,
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Weood was chasen for ecological and economical purptses, As a natural and reneswabio
material, it presents no figk for health and minimizes carbon emissions. The larch that was
used lor the constrection allews a high level of prafabacaton and do not requine amy
traatmean] whathes for the lacads of the building or f8 inner slructue.

The wood struciune of the nodh side and patios is combined with concose, Thus
guarenisaing an optimal thermal inedtia within respact of the seismic requirements. Tha
wodden struciure was filled with whitewash and hemp to create an efficient insulation wall,
The airtightness of the building was particularly koked after from the eady studies to the
building sile,
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A large and flad rodf covers the whole buslding, bringing logethar as a whaole the diffenasn
volurmes it i made ol nSeveral openings wene created on the green ool 50 as fo offer
skylighls and patics.

A narmow shed oveicoks the green rool north sida of the belding. The inclined roof of this
shad infegrites solar panels and photovoliaic colls, zonithal bghting, and & technical unit
made out of zinc. The wnil, with its thin silhouatte and integration within the architecturs,
avoids elements slicking out of the green rool.
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Inegicher the Easbding, the wood structune and the natumal light give the space ils rythm, Tha
repatiticn of tha slruciure has pormitied the dovelopment of precise assembly detals, thus
paricipating in defining the infekor anchiteciurally,
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White painted walls with hints of colors facilitate the inbegration of 1oys and fumilune for the
kids. The gimplicity of volumes and ings and the proporions adapted o the life and vision
of the children offer & serene and welcoming setting, intentionally avoiding any *puarila”
CONNOtation.




